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On the 3rd of November 2007 about 150 people gathered at
St Andrews on The Terrace, Wellington to celebrate to 40th
Anniversary of the trial of the Rev. Dr. Lloyd Geering for
doctrinal error in Christchurch exactly 40 years before.

The 2007 event was chaired by the minister of St. Andrews, Rev. Dr.
Margaret Mayman (who is also the chair of The St. Andrew s Trust for the
Study of Religion and Society  the sponsoring organisation).  The first
speaker was Radio New Zealand s Geoff Robinson who praised Lloyd s
skill as a communicator.  And, just as they had done 40 years ago, The
Student Christian Movement gave a bouquet of flowers to Lloyd.

There followed a 20 minute television news item made at the time of the
trial.

In the first of two addresses, the Rev. Dr. Allan Davidson from St John s
College in Auckland spoke on Heresy Yesterday .

A pre-recorded greeting and appreciation of Lloyd s work by Bishop
John Shelby Spong followed.

Chris Nichol of TVNZ s programmes My God and Praise Be then
interviewed Lloyd about his recollections of the 1967 trial.

Tom Hall, who has edited Lloyd s recent books for Polebridge Press in
California, had travelled from his home in Rhode Island to be at this event
and was invited to launch Lloyd s most recent book In Praise of the Secular
for The St. Andrews Trust. 

After lunch a preview of the TVNZ Documentary NZ

 

programme The
Last Western Heretic, which features Lloyd s theological views, was
shown. It will play on TV1 some time in the near future.

Allan Davidson delivered his second address, Heresy Today and the
Rev. Dr. Geoff King from Christchurch rounded out the proceedings with an
address on Heresy and the Future of the Church .

Also announced was the Lloyd Geering Prize for Communication on
Religion and Society  a biennial prize of $US5000 which will recognise
... contributions to the debate on the role of religion in society .

See www.standrews.org.nz/satrs for more details of the above.

* * * * * * *
From a 1967 news report: 

Finally, by a large majority, the Assembly judged [that] no doctrinal
error had been established, and dismissed the charges, 

and declared the case closed .
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Once again we are
offering CD recordings of
the recent Conference.  
The people contracted to

record them failed to
deliver a full suite, but

what we have to offer is
shown on the attached
order which is available

on the website also.
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Cold  Shower
Al l a t Sea in The Sea of Fai t h

Lloyd Geering on Raymond Bradley

On the Sunday morning of the recent Sea of Faith
Conference Raymond Bradley (a retired Professor of
Philosophy) subjected those present to something like
an unexpected cold shower. Since the theme of the
Conference was story-telling, he entitled his lecture
The Semantics of Story-telling for those All at Sea
in the Sea of Faith. Although Bradley applauded all
attempts to demythologise the
Christian stories (as John Spong
had done so well the day before) he
judged much of the new theology
to be just a playing with words
that ended up as philosophical
gobbledygook. 

He then proceeded to take
examples from Paul Tillich, John
Robinson, John Spong and Don
Cupitt (to my relief he omitted me
though I am not sure that I
deserved it) and showed why some
of their statements, when
philosophically examined, do not
make much sense. He drew
attention to a variety of
philosophical traps we can all
easily fall into, such as treating
abstract nouns as if they were the
names of things and confusing the three different
ways in which we commonly use the word is . 

Of course, to those present who were not used to
the philosophical analysis of language, Bradley ran
the risk of being himself
incompre- hensible. Nevertheless,
his lecture was a very good
introduction to Stage I philosophy
and it is to be hoped that we in the
SoF all took his warnings on
board. Indeed, those who have
read my Christianity without God
[page 15] will know that I said
something similar there.
Theology can be highly deceptive. It can give the

appearance of being very profound; yet, on closer
examination, it may turn out to be gobbledygook,
saying nothing very sensible or meaningful at all. It
may even deceive the theologian who wrote it. It is
wise to take some theology with a grain of salt .  

But does this mean that we in the SoF have been
led astray by Tillich, Robinson, Spong and Cupitt?
Some may have felt that Bradley s criticism of these
examples he took was unduly harsh and, in the Panel
Discussion that followed, he did seem to mellow
somewhat, fully acknowledging that poetry was
exempt from the canons he applied to philosophical or
theological discourse.

Let me now put in a word on
behalf of Tillich and Co. I have
always felt that Tillich s famous
phrases, such as ultimate
concern , ground of being ,
being itself were far from clear

in their meaning; yet I found them
very suggestive and useful.
Indeed when I first read Tillich s
three-volumed Systematic
Theology I felt I was swimming
through a sea of words looking
for islands of meaning where I
could rest for a while. There are a
few of Cupitt s books also that
are not very clear to me.

In spite of that I have been
inspired by Tillich (as also by
Robinson and Cupitt later). We

need to remember that theology (or God-talk ) is
highly symbolic. It is more allied to poetry than to
science. This becomes quite obvious when we express
our theology in hymns.  Theology is the attempt to

express the inexpressible in words
and will always be subject to
error and justifiable criticism.
Tillich and the others like him
were working at the outer limits
of language, creating new and
suggestive phrases (just as the
poet does). They have been at the
leading edge of religious thought
at a time of great cultural change.

We can learn a lot from them.
But where theology tries to be philosophical (as it

did for many centuries) and claims to be expressing
theological truth in meaningful propositions, then it
opens itself up to the harsh criticism of linguistic
analysis and it must accept that challenge.     

Lloyd Geering

Tillich on Depth
The name of this infinite and

inexhaustible depth and ground of all
being is God. That depth is what the
word God means. And if that word has
not much meaning for you, translate it,
and speak of the depths of your life; of
the source of your being, of your
ultimate concern, of what you take
seriously without any reservation. ...
For if you know that God means depth,
you know much about Him. You cannot
then call yourself an atheist or
unbeliever. For you cannot think or say:
Life has no depth! Life itself is shallow.
Being itself is surface only. If you could
say this in complete seriousness, you
would be an atheist; but otherwise you
are not. He who knows about depth
knows about God.

From The Shaking of The Foundations

The Uses of is
1. Existence: John is.

2. Predication: John is fat.

3. Identity: John is my
husband.
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The Lloyd Geering Reader: Prophet
of Modernity 
Edited by Paul Morris and Mike Grimshaw
Victoria University Press 2007
A Note from the book cover: 

This is the first collection of the writings of Lloyd
Geering, covering a period of nearly fifty years. Over
the past decade Geering has become an international
figure, sought out by readers and audiences in
America, Britain and Australia. New Zealanders
have, of course, been aware of him and his writings
for much longer.Yet this collection includes material
that will also be new to many of his New Zealand
readers. Based on detailed archival research, the
selections demonstrate the remarkable consistency
and development in the thought of this increasingly
influential thinker. This collection draws on his
books, articles, occasional writings, published
lectures, and unpublished materials which appear
here for the first time. Its importance is that it
provides another form of autobiography  the
development of New Zealand's leading public
intellectual and his fascinating coverage of the place
and role of religion in the modern world, both
nationally and internationally.

Lloyd Geering has kept
religion, theology and the
discussion of their impact and
role in modernity in the public
debate in a manner that is
rational, clearly expressed,
and open to the questioning of
the public and the media. He
has broken down much of the
traditional mistrust of the
discussion of religion in the
contemporary world. His success can be gauged in
that very few are indifferent to what he has to say,
because his concerns are indicative of a wider,
secular society attempting to come to terms with the
legacy of the twentieth century, with globalisation,
with modernity itself. This book enables us to better
understand Lloyd Geering and what it is he has been
saying to us as our very own prophet of modernity .

Paul Morris is Professor of Religious Studies at
Victoria University of Wellington. Mike Grimshaw is
Senior Lecturer in Religious Studies, University of
Canterbury. I bought my copy for $40.  The
Newsletter welcomes reviews of this or any other
appropriate publication - ed.

My Name Was Judas
C. K. Stead.

This is an original and controversial version of the
Gospel story. Stead has gathered the Biblical
accounts of Jesus life, and set them out almost in
diary form. Judas was presumed to have taken his
own life after the crucifixion, but he survived, and
forty years later he relates his memoirs, starting with
their lives together as children, their intellect, their
admiration for each other, the rivalry between them.
Later, as a disciple, Judas finds it difficult to believe
in all the myths that begin to surround Jesus as he
gains fame, popularity, and notoriety. Jesus oratory
and charisma were leading to claims that he was the
Messiah, and Judas thus became rather the odd man
out among the disciples because of his unbelief. It
was easy then, to name him as the betrayer of Jesus at
the final showdown with the Romans and Temple
authorities in Jerusalem. 

With his richly-painted backdrops of ancient
Palestine, Stead goes beyond the boundaries of the
story known to us all, and convincingly enters the
mind of one of its key players. It s a bold novel, with
its wonderfully clear narrative prose, is fresh,
provocative, and compelling. 

Bruce Hamilton, Nelson

*  *  *  *  *

Before I Die
Jenny Downham

First time author, 43 year old Jenny Downham
has caused quite a stir with Before I Die , a novel
targeted at teens with crossover appeal for adults in
general. Jenny, a single Mum, left a touring
improvised-theatre company in 1999 when her
second son was born. She describes starting writing
as a means of using up some of the playful energy
she had expended as an actor. During the writing of
the book, the July 2005 London bombings occurred
and she was very aware of the effect this had on
many people. She read memoirs written by adults
with cancer, researched cancer and shared her
manuscripts with nurses from London s Great
Ormond Street Hospital, which specializes in treating
children s cancer.

Her book, Before I Die , is the story of Tessa, a
very normal 16 year old, who is dying of leukemia.
She has spent the past four years having treatment,
going in and out of hospital for test after test, dealing
with hope and hope being dashed now that they can t
do any more. In order to cope with this she makes a
list of 10 things she wants to do before she dies. The
first one is sex.                                  continued ....


